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PREFACE

The shape of the current liturgy is the outcome of the
structuring of individual elements of the anamnesis of the Christ event in
the ecclesial tradition for the worshiping community through the centuries.
The history of the liturgy provides a record of this anamnesis of the
worshiping community in its peculiar tradition and culture. It shows us
what function each part of the liturgy originally served, and how it got to
what it is today. The proper understanding of liturgy demands, therefore,
an understanding of its origins and development up to the present day.

This book, a doctoral dissertation defended in the liturgical
section of the Oriental Ecclesiastical Sciences Faculty at the Pontifical
Oriental Institute, Rome, on May 29, 1991, aims at a scientific study of the
history and the meaning of the East Syrian lectionary. This lectionary is
theologically rich and highly developed liturgically. However, it remains in
the liturgical books and manuscripts, used but unexamined. Under the
unending providence of God we offer this thesis as a service to the
Churches of the East Syrian tradition. hoping that it may help them to
know better and love more their heritage, and ease the future steps of
necessary liturgical reform.

I wish to express my deep gratitude to all those who have
collaborated with me in the completion of this work. First of all,I express
my deep sense of gratitude to Prof. Robert Taft,S.J., the director of this
doctoral dissertation for his competent guidance and clear judgement
coupled with his profound scholarship throughout the course of this study.
The amount of time he spent and the interest he took in the preparation
of this thesis were exceptional. His careful reading of my work word by
word. saved me from many a careless error with regard to its content and
its language. I thank with all my heart Prof. Pierre Yousif, the second
director of this thesis for his creative suggestions, constant encouragement
and genuine interest in my work. The insights drawn from my personal
discussions with him have been a persistent source of inspiration. I also
express my gratitude to Prof. Poggi for his evaluation as the relator of this
thesis, to all my professors, especially those of liturgical section of the
Oriental Sciences Faculty of the Pontifical Oriental Institute, Rome and to
Sr.Mary Randal for her suggestions to improve the language.

I take this occasion, finally, to express my indebtedness to
Mar James Pazhayattil, Bishop of Irinjalakuda, who sent me to pursue my
studies in Rome and encouraged me constantly; to the Pontifical
Congregation for the Oriental Churches, which provided me with the
necessary scholarship and to the Mar Thoma Yogam for their initiative to
publish this work. I thank in a special way, Rev. Fr. Michael Angelo O. C.
D. Rector of the Collegio Damasceno. and all my friends in that college
and elsewhere for their support and friendship.
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INTRODUCTION
1. The Scope of This Study

The present work aims at a historico-liturgical analysis of the
East Syrian lectionary systems on the basis of the available manuscripts and
printed texts. The historical study will be made by examining the early
lectionary systems of the East Syrian tradition by comparing them with one
another, with the other Syriac lectionary systems, and with other extant
early sources. The last part of this work will attempt to present a liturgical
and theological synthesis of the East Syrian lectionary systems. In this
process the distinct nature of these systems will be described and its
peculiarities highlightened.

11. Lectionary Systems

A lectionary system is a fixed order of selected scriptural
lessons appointed for liturgical use on specific occasions of the Church
year. The determining factors of the lectionary system are the particular
order of the scriptural lessons, the specific use of the scriptural lessons in
the liturgy and their appropriateness for specific occasions and periods of
the Church year .

1. Some Antecedents

The use of a lectionary system is an ancient practice common
to both Jewish and Christian worship. In Jewish liturgy the lessons® seem

| Cf. FULLER, "Lectionary” 297-299; BARSOTTI, Parole de Dieu
241-249; DALMALIS, "Bible vivante” 7-23: KUNZ, "Lektionar” 934-936;
JUNGMANN, Mass 174-183; DIX, Shape 39-40, 360-362; BAUMSTARK,
Comparative Liturgy 39-41, 115-129.

! cf. McKINNON, "Question of Psalmody” 167-169; HEINEMANN,
"Triennial Lectionary” 41-48; HEINEMANN, "Jewish Liturgy” 33-34;
SANDMEL, "L'écriture” 31-38; IDELSOHN, Jewish Liturgy and its
Development 137-140; OESTERLY, Jewish Background 38-42; WERNER,
Sacred Bridge 50-55.
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2 INTRODUCTION

to have been established between 444-250 B.c} , but we know very little
about the system, which comes to us from sources as late as the third to
sixth century A. D. There were explicit instructions for the reading of the
Pentateuch, including proper readings for the three great pilgrimage
festivals, minor festivals, fast days, dayt of the new moon and the four
Sabbaths preceding the month of Nisan' . For ordingry Sabbath days the
Pentateuch was read according to the regular order’ . In Palestine, the
entire Pentateuch was read through in the synagogue service on Sabbath
days e::,ce every three years. In Babylonia the reading was completed in
one y >

The Haftara lectionary system of pericopes from the Prophets
is considered to be a result of the prohibition against the reading of the
Pentateuch issued by Antiochus Bpiphanes' . Later it became obligatory in
the synagogue service(Lk 4:17), where the Pentateuch had primary
importance and the Prophets an auxiliary character. Haftara lessons are
theoretically supposed to be connected with the specific Pentateuch lesson

} Moses and Ezra are regarded as the ones who introduced the custom
of readings in Judaism (Dt 31:10-12; Neh 8:7-8; 9:3; 2 Kg 22:8-13; 23:1-
3). The scriptural lessons were obligatory in the temple only on feasts and
special occasions, and it seems that the temple cult contained non-
continuous lessons. Concerning the actual systems in the temple we do not
have any specific information. On the other hand, the synagogue was more
an institution of leaming than of prayer. Continuous and regular lessons
from the Pentateuch had an important part in the synagogue service. Cf.
WERNER, Sacred Bridge 51. .

¢ McKINNON, "Question of Psalmody” 168.

5 McKINNON, "Question of Psalmody” 168.

¢ When in Jerusalem many synagogues were erected as the houses of
worship, the lessons were read not only on Sabbaths but also on market
days (Thursdays and Mondays). Cf. WERNER, Sacred Bridge 54.

1 WERNER, Sacred Bridge 51.

! IDELSOHN, Jewish Liturgy and its Development 139.
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CHAPTER ONE
THE SOURCES OF THE EAST SYRIAN LECTIONARY SYSTEMS

The East Syrian lectionary system is the order of the scriptural
lessons used by the Churches of the East Syrian ecclesial family, namely the
Assyrian Church of the East ("Nestorian Church”), and the Chaldean
Catholic and the Malabar Catholic Churches. Today this system is
presented in three books, the OT lectionary (Qeryane), the Epistle
lectionary (Sliha) and the Gospel lectionary (Ewangaliyon) | But the known
manuscripts reveal the existence of four distinct early usages: 1) of the
Upper Monastery, 2) of Mosul, 3) of Beth-'Abhe and 4) the Cathedral
usage. Although the manuscripts imply that there are four different
systems, in fact a major conclusion of this study is the fact that the first
three are actually just slightly varying usages of the same system. The
distinguishing characteristics determining each usage are more evident in
the Gospel lectionary, because of the greater number of its extant

mmuscrlqu. The following categorization is based on the above mentioned
divisions °.

I. The Liturgical Books of the East Syrian Lectionary Systems ’
1. Chaldean Editions

a. OT Lectionary (Qeryane)
Lectiones quae per totum anni decursum ab Ecclesia Syrorum orientalium

id est Chaldeorum in Missa adhiberi solent, Mosul 1901.

b. Epistle Lectionary (Sliha)
Epistolae Apostoli Paull quae per totum anni decursum ab Ecclesia
Syrorum Orientalium id est Chaldaeorum in Missa leguntur, Mosul 1900.

| BADGER, Nestorians 11, 19.

! Hereafter the days of the week, when indicated with the numbers of
the period, are abbreviated according to the standard English forms
followed by the period number in Roman numerals, eg. first Monday -
Monl.

) Cf. MOUSSESS, Livres liturgiques 9-85; MOOLAN, Annunciation-
Nativity 6-8, PODIPARA, Libri Liturgici 12-63.
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CHAPTER TWO
THE UPPER MONASTERY LECTIONARY SYSTEM

The printed texts of the present East Syrian lectionary have
uniform contents and all follow the Upper Monastery system. The Upper
Monastery Chu|r h year and its lessons are found in 'h;z East Syrian
liturgical books', Upper Monastery lectionary manuscripts’ and Hudra
manuscripts’. The Hudra manuscripts are liturgical books which contain
the variable prayerr of the divine office as well as of the eucharistic liturgy
for the whole year".

I. The Upper Monastery <Daira 'Ellaita>

The Upper Monntery’ was situated on the bank of the Tigris
river at the northwest part of Mosul. It was located just outside or even
inside the city walls of Mosul’. Today the church in honor of the Blessed
Virgin Mary called <’at-tahra> (the Churc!s of the Pure One), restored in
1705 and in 1744, is found in its place’. However the date’ of its

| See Liturgical Books of the East Syrian Lectionary Systems, Chapter
One, 10-11.

!t Manuscripts of the Upper Monastery System, Chapter One, nos
1-40, 12-16.

) MACOMBER, "Chaldean Hudra” 120-134.
{ gee the following section on the sources under study, 25

5 1SO YAHB IV, Nestorian Questions 148-149; FIEY, Mossoul
chrétienne 127-132; RUCKER "Obere Kloster” 180- 187, BADGER,
Nestorians 11, 17; MATEOS, Lelya-Sapra 27, MATEOS, Office divin 255;
TAFT, Liturgy of Hours 227, KURUTHUKULANGARA, Feast of the
Nativity 19, n.7, MOOLAN, Annunciation- Nativity 154, n.9: MERIGOUX,
Chrétiens de Mossoul 131-138.

¢ FIEY, Mossoul chrétienne 130-131

! TAFT, Liturgy of Hours 227
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CHAPTER THREE

COMPARISON OF THE UPPER MONASTERY LECTIONARY SYSTEM

WITH THE OTHER EAST SYRIAN SYSTEMS

1. Lectionary System of Mosul
1. The Diocese of Mosul and its Lectionary System

The first historical evidence about the city of Mosul as a
Christian center in East Syrian history con?ems the construction of the
uut temple and a convent at Hesna Ebraya’ by Isoyabh bas Qusré in 570
T!uf convent later became the church of Mar Isaya’. Isoyabh III
580-659)°, the bishop of Nineveh, transferred that see to Mosul before his
pctmrchate (647/48).

The manuscripts of the East Syrian lectionary ascribe the
existence of a lectionary usage of Mosul. The colophons of the manuscripts
Leningrad XXII, British Library 7174, British Library 29 assert that the
usage of Mosul is according to the Upper Monastery system.

2. The sources under Study

The sources for the study of the lectionary usage of Mosul
are the manuscripts of the Epistle and Gospel lessons. No sources of the
OT lessons are extant. We have four manuscripts at our disposal for the
present study. Among them two are of Gospel lectionary of 15-16th
century and two are of Epistle lectionary of 13-14th century. The accessible
manuscripts are the following, with their abbreviations.

a. Epistle Lectionary
M1 = Leningrad XXII (1243 AD) <ms list n. 41>

The manuscript, written in East Syrian script, contains 127
leaves. It is the earliest known manuscript of this usage. The colophon on
fol. 121, states that the lessons read in the Church are known as the usage
of Mosul according to the system of Mar Gabriel and Mar Abraham.

| SCHER, Histoire Nestorienne 11, 108, n.2.
! FIEY, Mossoul chrétienne 12-13.
! FIEY, "Iso Yaw le Grand” 35, 305-333; 36, 5-46.
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va . 4 + + 4
1 Deut 18:9- Ex 4:6-18
i( : end
A(2) Is 48:12-21 Jer 23:6-
8?9:11—
13,30:9,19-
B He}p 6:9- . Heb 2:5-
Heh
o Jn 3:1-23 Jn 2:23- + Jn 1:43-51
3:22
MonVI Rogation of + +
Ninevites
Al(l Is 63:11~
m Is 63:13
A (2) Hah,3:1-
:n.dla'
Ting, 2:1- + h 6:10-
B :1!~1 18.23-24
C Mt §8:23- + Lk 1:1b-
4 Mt6:13b,
Sid Lk 12:1a,
19:11b-
12a,11:5b-
13

 UMB gives the Cathedral reading. UM9 has Heb 1:1-2:5.

% UM2,UM3, give here Gen 18:20-33.

% NL, UM12, UM13, UM14 give here Amos 5:3-16; UM2, UM3 give
Is 63:17-64:12.

% According to NL, UM12, UM13, UM14 2Tim 2:1-11.

¥ According to NL, Mt 5:17-38.
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CHAPTER FOUR

COMPARISON OF THE EAST SYRIAN LECTIONARY SYSTEMS
WITH OTHER EXTANT EARLY LECTIONARY SYSTEMS

The extant early lectionary systems which, for the present
study, might be considered related to the Fast Syrian lectionary systems, are
the Early Syrian lectionary system jn codex British Library Add 14528
edited and transcribed by F.C Burkitt', and the Jerusalem lectionary system
in Codex Jerusalem Armenian 121, in comparison with Codex Armenian
Paris 44 gnd Codex Armenian Frevan 985 as edited and translated by
A Renoux®. Actually, however, we shall see that the Palestinian Syriac
lectionary system of the Melkite C?urch does not show any rapport with
the East Syrian lectionary system’, whereas such an affinity with the

Jerusalem system is clearly mnnifest‘.

1. Extant Early Lectionary Systems
1. The Early Synian Lectionary System

a Codex British Library Add. 14528
The Early Syyian lectionary system is known to us from Codegz

British Library Add.14528°. This manuscript written in Estrangelo script’,
contains an index of the Wsons proper to the festivals of the whole year
as well as other occasions, and the secular laws and enactments of the

! BURKITT, Syrian Lectionary 6-14.
! RENOUX, Codex arménien 71-235.

! For the editions see LEWIS, Lectionary 2-135, LEWIS, Lectionary of
the Gospels 1-320.

!  BURKITT, "Old Lectionary” 416-424, BAUMSTARK,
Perikopenordnung 131-167.

 BURKITT, Syrian Lectionary 6-14.

¥ BURKITT, Syrian Lectionary 5.
" Fol. 152-191; see BURKITT, Syrian Lectionary 5.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE ORIGIN AND THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE EAST SYRIAN LECTIONARY SYSTEMS

1. Some Antecedents

The common tradition of feasts and commemorations which
prevailed in the Syriac speaking Churches during the first four centuries was
A significant factor in shaping the distinctive lectionary usage of the East
Syrian Church. The Doctrine of the Apostles, a fourth century pseudo-
Apostolic work, (8 the earliest Syriac document t? pravide adequate
evidence of the liturgical feasts and commemorations’. The Doctrine of
the Aplonm' 4-9, order the following. .

to commftnonla uniformly the feast of the Epiphany on
January6®,

2. a fast for forty days before tquc day of the Passion,

3. the feast of the Resurrection

4. the feast of the Ascension fifty days following the Resurrection’

| Cf. Introduction, 3, n. 17; for the edition see CURETON 26-27.
trans, 26-27; see also V8&bus, 200-211, trans. 187-197; for the East Syrian
version see MAI, SVYNC 10, 3-5.

! Doctrine of the Apostles canon 6 orders: "Celebrate the day of the
Epiphany of our saviour which is the chief of the festivals of the Church on
the sixth day of the latter canun, in the long number of the Greeks, Ed.
CURETON, 26; trans. 26, VOSBUS, 202, trans 189-190.

) Doctrine of the Apostles canon 7 orders: "Again the Apostles
appointed forty days before the day of Passion of Our Saviour fast, and
then celebrate the day of the Passion and the day of Resurrection, because
Our Lord himself also, the Lord of the festival, fasted forty days, and
Moses and Elias, who were Invested with this mystery, also fasted forty days
each, and then they were glorified”. Ed. CURETON, 26-27; trans. 26-27;
V&OBUS, 202, trans 190.

! Doctrine of the Apostles canon 9 orders: "Again the Apostles
appointed, at the completion of fifty days after his Resurrection, make

commemoration of Ascension to his glorious father. Ed. CURETON, 27,
trans, 27, VAG6BUS, 202-203, trans. 190
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CHAPTER SIX

LITURGICO THEOLOGICAL EVALUATION
OF THE EAST SYRIAN LECTIONARY SYSTEMS

The divine dispensation ( mdabbranuta’)' accomplished in
Jesus Christ is reenacted coherently and liturgically in the entire span of the
lectionary system during the East Syrian Church year. The theologically
developed and liturgically well organized East Syrian lectionary usage
celebm? the divine dispensation within the framework of varnous units
(‘saboe')* of the system. The lectionary system begins with the coming of
the Messiah underlined in the Period of Annunciation-Natwvity, and
concludes with the etemal union of the redeemed community, the Church,
with its Lord in the heavenly Jerusalem. Today it presents in the Church
year the same mystery of salvalion, in anamnesis, as a continual sign to ys
not of a past history, but of a present reality of our lives in Jesus Christ

Similar to theology of the liturgy, the theology of a particular
lectionary system cannot be limited to individual lessons detached from the
entire structure’. It must be found above all in the continual interaction
of the structured elements. The internal programming ol the vital structure
of a particular day, of an individual unit and of the whole system is in
continual connection with the theological elements,

The dynamic structure of the East Syrian lectionary system
contains a series of commemorative <anamnetical> and invocational
<epicletic> lessons. The commemorative lessons compnse a sequence of
typological recall and real or historical recall of the Christ event. Since the
real recall is the anamnesis of a particular Chnist event of the mystery of
salvation from the Gospels for a particular celebration, the OT recall is the
typological foreshadowing of the Christ event from the Law The
invocational lessons, for this part, consist of the presentation of prophetical

! The word 'mdabbranuta’ means the divine dispensation, the
providence, government or economy of God. For the concept and content
of the term see CHITTILAPPILLY, Mdabbranuta 1-79.

! The word 'saboe’, originates from the root ‘sba’ (seven, a week), and
means septenary, a division of seven weeks: see PAYNE SMITH, Thesaurus
4036. See also above 171.

VTAFT, Beyvond East and West 10,

L CI. GIRAUDO, Struttura letteraria 271-366.
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(GGENERAL CONCLUSION

The East Syran lectionary system for the Church year is a
fixed order of Scriptural lessons to commemorate liturgically the divine
dispensation in a particular ecclesial tradition. Thereby the Church receives
the divine revelation imparted throughout the history of salvation and
accomplished in Christ, and invokes graciously the transformation of the
present liturgical community into the fullness of the redeemed state
Although the divine dispensation is liturgically and fully reenacted in every
eucharistic celebration, the fixed order of the lessons makes anamnesis and
entreats for this transformation into Christ, and furthermore specifies
particular significance each eucharistic celebration.

The lectionary system for the East Syrian church Year, seen
in the lectionary manuscripts, goes back to the time of the reform of Iso
Yahb I11, who assigned norms for a distinctive and developed lectionary
usage. The manuscripts of the East Syrian lectionary reveal the existence
of four distinct usagos: 1) of the Upper Monastery, 2) of Mosul, 3) of Beth
Abhe and 4) the Cathedral usage. All the four lectionary usages have in
common the divisior. of the Church year into different perinds. The lessons
read on the days of celebration in each system are not uniform, however.
The varants arc more evident between the Cathedral and Upper
Monastery systems, whereas the first three systems, namelv Upper
Monastery, Mosul and Beth 'Abhe show greater agreement in the selection
of lessons. On the basis of the selection of the lessons and agreement in
their arrangement, they represent, as a unit, the monastic usage, There are
continuous and non-continuous lessons, composite and non-composite
lessons in both monastic and Cathedral usages. None of these can be seen
as particular features of any single usage.

The origins of the East Syrian monastic lectionary systems go
back to the norms put forward by Iso Yahb [II (650/651-658), the
catholicos of Seleucia Ctesiphon. The manuscript evidence allows us to
assume that the monastic systems originated immediately after his liturgical
reform. The manuscript witnesses show Lhat these systems had been
established in the Monastery of Beth 'Abhe in connection with a monk
Hnaniso, the collaborator of the liturgical reform of the Catholicos.
Meanwhile, the large number of extant manuscripts of the Upper
Monastery lectionary system reflects the fact that the Upper Monastery, the
liturgical center which played a great role in the history of East Syrian rite,
remained the chiefl proponent of this lectionary system. The usage of
Mosul, as its manuscripts state, is but a version of the Upper monastery
system as practiced in the city of Mosul.

The structural evidence proves that the Cathedral lectionary
system originaled with the monastic systems in accordance with the norms
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